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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2019-89
Sponsor: Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: February 12, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS; TEU; F
Date of Analysis: January 15, 2019
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $1,000,000.00 from the Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund, Subfund 15F, for a county-wide program entitled “Level 2 Tree Planting Program” to provide tree planting on public land in Duval County suggested by individuals or groups and administered by the City; the ordinance approves and requests the Mayor to direct the Department of Public Works to administer the program in accordance with the criteria provided; the ordinance provides for a carryover of funds into subsequent fiscal years.
Background Information:  The Tree Planting Program proposal emanated from deliberations of the City’s Tree Commission.  Level 1 of the Tree Planting Program provided for the planting of trees in circumstances where the City has had to remove trees for safety or other reasons; trees had to be removed because they were diseased or dying; trees were damaged by vehicular accidents or the weather. Level 1 in the Tree Planting Program involves the replacement of trees.  Level 2 of the Tree Planting Program provides for the planting of trees on public property at the request of citizens or groups. The proposed tree planting would have to be on public property such as a road right-of-way, a local, state or national park or Duval County School Board property.  The number of trees requested cannot exceed 200.  The City’s Arborist has to approve the schematic design proposed.  The District Council Member must be apprised of the tree planting.  The Tree Commission has to review the tree planting request and make a recommendation to the Mayor’s Budget Review Committee for approval.  The project shall be administered by the Public Works Department.  All of the tree planting projects must be within Duval County.
Policy Impact: Conservation and enhancement of the City’s tree canopy.
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $1,000,000.00 from the Tree Protection and Related Expenses Trust Fund.
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